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Introduction
The situation report for October focused © iti gfween political parties and their
supporters accompanied by increased violence events. NEWS r€ports indicate political violence
in seve cations across the country expressed in the form of violent cwumcatlon and
physical a@:)ks With four months left to the elections datef risk factors atﬁjng from political
activities co/ caten the effort of the National Electoral@ommission @ e State to conduct

of Nationa@ecurity, Political Party

credible polls Vant stakeholders such as Officg
Registration Com rovincial and Di ecurity’Committees, National Electoral
Commission and Civil Soc ¢@1tx \ t%c and effective response measures.

Emphasis on strengthening peace and securlty infrastructure of the State will contribute to the

mitigation of identified threats before, during and after the 2018 elections.

Also during October, the National Grand Coalition (NGC) emerged as a newly registered party.
The general public opinion is that the party represents the third political force and a challenge to

the political influence of the two major political parties. '

"The Traditional supports base of the opposition SLPP is South-eastern where majority of the Mende ethnic group and the founding
members of the party originated, whilst the North-Western parts of the country is the support base of the incumbent APC with the
Temne and Limba ethnic groups.



The Current Election Security Threats in ra Leone

Physical Violence and ction of Properti

*  On October 7, 2 rs of Alliance Democratic (ADP) were destroyed by

ress (APC) party along the

~viglent-alt between s e Sierra
L W

n theRolic it thie PC headquarters at Western area in a
bid by the Police to stop the's PP s fromplising e through the APC office. While

the supporters pelted sto gas to disperse the

crowd;’
* On October 15, 2017, some hsgroup Porlo ist destroyed posters, burnt
T-shirts and images of the Presid Bai Korom# in protest of his role in the

emergence of Dr. Samura Kamara, the Minister of Foteign Affairs and International
Cooperation, as APC presidential candidate;*

J ctober 16, 2017, five SLPP members, including
toll % located a few miles to Masiaka in Port Lok
party 'p/ who claimed they were returning

e On Octobe@, 7, supporters of Siema* [.econe @&e’s Party (SLPP) accussed
supporters of All P @%%)ciress APCXjf\?%in their party posters and portraits
of Bridgadier Julius Maada Bi aQ % junction, West End of Freetown;®

Hostile Communication:

\bu Kokofelecge)re attacked at a
District by &gble dressed in APC

the Part nvention in Makeni;’

*  On October 16, 2017, Mr. Melvin D. Rogers, the Regional Secretary for Sierra Leone

People’s Party, Bo District tendered his resignation and suspended his membership from

2 NEWS Monitor Report

3 Africa Young Voices (AYV) Television, October 11, 2017
4 Africa Young Voices Newspaper, October 17,2017

5 NEWS Monitor Report

op cit



Ethics and Procedure:

the Party over complaints of continued.insults and harassment from party members and
disunity in the P
On October 4, 2

1 Peoples Congress

’fah Alie

y publicly called the Chief

ir, Mohammed , a “Public Enemy Number

o the Sierra Leone Peoples
C INCIALll @a,._. !l
r \‘ \
1 "ad1Sh S % V

Certificate and also accuse

On October 15; 20 el [ . / ople’s Congress (APC

SpPOye ' p gress (APC)
disenfranchising flag bearer aspira way of selection rather than
Jential flag bearer and running
d 15 at Mak@ City, Bombali

O" District, en@?@d the Minister of

allowing 1,407 party delegates to elect the Party’s pres
@ during the Party Convention held on October 14 a
District'’;

O]?/OD/ er 16, 2017, Paramount Chiefs in Ko
Lands a@ountry Planning, Finda Diana Kone:
ented hi @ ir choice to President Ernest

for the All p19£%)>ngress (APC) and p
Bai Koroma during I@{@ﬁb&r@‘ g?o\d\@%ﬂ held at Makeni City'";

anyi as the'Wice Presidential aspirant

Conformity to the Rule of Law:

Mr. Charles Francis Magai, the leader of the People’s Movement for Democratic Change,
expressed his intention to file a petition against Dr. Samura Wilson Kamara for failing to
resign his position as Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation before
being appointed as a presidential candidate of APC party, in accordance with Article 76

of the 1991 Constitution of Sierra Leone.

7 Official resignation letter, October 16, 2017

8 Global Times Newspaper, October 4, 2017

o Society for Radio Democracy, 98.1., October 23, 2017, Radio debate between Deputy Minister of Information and Communication, Mr.
Cornelius Deyeaux and the Public Relation Officer of the SLPP, Mr. Lahai Lawrence Lemah.

"% Standard Times, October 16, 2017

' NEWS Monitor Report



Statistical Overview of the Election Threa

Based on WANEP’s NEWS reports of Oct 17, there were a,total of 11 incident reports

submitted. These inciden: urred in five dist , namely Bo, , Kono, Port Loko and

Western Urban which re e highest number of cases felated to physical violence and

lost recurring threat, at

45% threshold for all incidents for©6tebe ‘/f i on is at 27%, Ethics and

compar terms the month of
October re p}d'ed an overall frequency
decrease in %’ total number of

politically relateg)@idﬁts reported
s

but raises the risks of ph @?51??
and hostile communications. I (

In terms of comparative analysis for

stakeholders highlighted as actors or
victims in the September and October reports, political party members and supporters were most

reported as primary actors and victims in the reports.



Recommendations

For NERG/DERG/C

medily risk areas such as Be

/"‘....

the District;

* NERG and DERG should improve munication afid strategic meetings with the
share the NEWS reports and
1 as Westen@‘ban, Kono, as

>

ount Chie g)consultative dialogue

: | Paftga@‘(p and improve community
confidence in the le @yé no n S\"\\ 96

For NEC/PPLC:

Integrated Security Planning Committee of the ONS ft
@zce the security interventions in high risk areas s

w@ in Bombali and Bo;

7

. NER(%ERG to engage the Council of Para

that seeks minimize traditiona

* The Political Parties Liaison Committee should work with National Electoral Commission
to organize multi-stakeholder dialogues at district levels with youth party leaders to
develop intra and inter party dispute resolution mechanism to mitigate youth violence in
the lead up to the elections:

For NCD/IMC

* The Independent Media Commission should monitor and sanction respective media houses
used as platform for disseminating hate speech;

* The National Commission for Democracy should embark on non-violence and peace

education campaigns in Western Urban, Kono, Bombali and Bo.



