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West Africa Network for Peacebuilding 
                             

                           BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS FOR PEACE 

 

 
WANEP DECLARATION ON TOGO 

 
The West Africa Network for Peacebuilding (WANEP), has followed with great 

concern the latest developments of the socio-political crisis in Togo arising from a 

series of pro-government and opposition party demonstrations across the country 

and in the diaspora from 18th August 2017 till date.   

 

WANEP expresses regret over the deaths and injuries of demonstrators and security 

officers, as well as the destruction of private and public properties as a result of the 

on-going crises. WANEP expresses sympathies to the families who have lost loved 

ones and properties.   

  

The Network also expresses concern over reported cases and allegations of human 

rights violations related to the demonstrations that have the potential of 

exacerbating the ongoing political crises and the delicate peace and security situation 

in Togo and in the West Africa region as a whole. 

 

WANEP calls on the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), African 

Union (AU), United Nations Office for West Africa and the Sahel (UNOWAS) and other 

international stakeholders, to condemn all acts of violence and ensure protection of 

citizens in line with related regional and international principles and norms. 

 

WANEP meanwhile strongly condemns these acts of violence and believes in 

collaborative approaches to the resolution of the political crises through dialogue and 

diplomacy and urges both the Government and political parties to commit to an 

inclusive dialogue for the resolution of the constitutional, institutional and electoral 

reform for a lasting peace in Togo. 
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WANEP calls on ECOWAS and UNOWAS to immediately initiate a consultative process 

of government and opposition party representatives to agree and commit to a short 

to medium term dialogue timeframe which will reduce public tension and anxiety, 

and also restore order in the country; 

 

WANEP also urges the Commission of Constitutional, Institutional and Political 

Reforms and the High Commission for Reconciliation and Reinforcement of National 

Unity (HCRRUN) to convene an expert meeting that revisits and concludes on the 

framework for multi stakeholder dialogue for political, institutional and constitutional 

reforms with support from ECOWAS, AU, UNOWAS and key Civil Society 

Organizations. 

 

In addition, WANEP recommends the necessity to re-initiate multi stakeholder 

dialogue between opposition parties and the government, facilitated by ECOWAS 

with support from the International Community, to deliberate on the ongoing crises 

in the interest of social order, unity and inclusive political participation. 

 

Finally, WANEP advocates that as part of a long-term strategy, ECOWAS Commission 

should revisit the review of the protocol on democracy and good governance to 

include term limits for offices of presidents for peace, stability and democracy in 

West Africa.  

 
 
Accra, 31 August 2017 
 

 
Chukwuemeka B. Eze 
Executive Director 
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